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The Influence of Intimacy on Children's Cognition

about Lying to Conceal a Peer's Transgression

Makoto Tate

Abstract

This study examined how children recognize lying to conceal a peer's transgression. Especially, this study
focused on revealing the influence of the intimate relationship between two persons: one person was a trans-
gressor and the other witnessed the transgression.

Fourth to Sixth grade children (N = 579) participated in this study. They were presented with a series of
vignettes which depicted a protagonist witnessing an intimate friend's or a mere acquaintance's transgres-
sion, and then the protagonist was asked by the teacher to report who committed the transgression. Chil-
dren were asked to identify whether the protagonist's statement was a lie or the truth, to make a moral
judgment how good or bad the statement was, and then to evaluate to what extent they felt friendly
towards the protagonist.

The results show that no influences of the intimate relationship on the identification of the protagonist's
statement was revealed. However, children judged that the protagonist's lie of concealing the intimate
friend's transgression was less serious than lying to conceal the acquaintance's transgression. Children felt
friendlier towards the protagonist who told the truth rather than the lie. On the other hand, they felt
friendlier towards the protagonist who was the intimate friend of the transgressor. The findings are dis-
cussed with reference to children's reasoning about the protagonist's motive of whether to tell the lie or the
truth.
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