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The Effect of Assured Confidentiality

on Children's Recognition of Reporting a Peer's Transgression

B ik
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate whether children could recognize that assured confidentiality
by the teacher would promote honest reporting about a peer's transgression.

308 children, including elementary school pupils (fourth, fifth and sixth graders) and junior high school
students (second graders) participated in this study. They were presented with two kinds of hypothetical
stories. In one story, the protagonist was asked by the teacher to report who committed the transgression
in the school and he or she was assured confidentiality by the teacher. In the other story, the protagonist
was not assured of anything. Children were asked to predict whether the protagonist would report a peer's
transgression or not. Furthermore, they were asked whether they would report the peer's transgression if
they were the protagonist.

Results showed that the assurance affected some children's prediction of honest reporting by the protago-
nist. They thought that assured confidentiality by the teacher facilitated the honesty of the protagonist.
However, they recognized that this teacher's approach wouldn't influence the choice of their own honest re-
porting. The findings are interpreted with reference to children's evaluation concerning the seriousness of

a peer's transgression.
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